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Figure D: Top Seven Critical Threats

Below is a list of possible threats to the vital interests of the United States in the next 10 years. For each
one, please select whether you see this as a critical threat, an important but not critical threat, or not an

important threat at all (%% critical threat)
N varies

== Bovrey
Overall W Republicans Y )P Democrats
The COVID-19 The development of The COVID-19
pandemic China as a world power pandemic
67% 67% 87%
Domestic violent e International e Climate change
extreomlsm terro;sm 75%
S7% 62%
The development of Large numbers of Racial inequality in the
China as a world power immigrants and United States
o, refugees coming into o,
55% the United States 73%
61%
A global economic o Domestic violent Foreign interference in
downturn extremism American elections
55% 60% 69%
Political polarization e Iran’s nuclear Economic
in the United States program inequality in the
552 54°% United States
67 %
International A global economic A global economic
terrorism downturn downturn
54% 53% 61%
Foreign interference in o North Korea’s nuclear Political polarization in
American elections program the United States
54% 53% 59%

Source: Chicago Council on Global Affairs (September 17, 2020)
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The COVID-19
pandemic

Political polarization in
the United States

Domestic violent
extremism

The development of
China as a world power

Racial inequality in
the United States

A global economic
downturn

International
terrorism
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