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23. On Customs Matters. We welcome the substantial achievements of the Sub-Committee
on Customs Procedures towards trade facilitation, including technical assistance
programs in harmonization and simplification of customs procedures. In this regard, we
invite the Sub-Committee to begin exploring new areas of cooperation such as risk
management, common data elements for cargo clearance, and express consignments. As
many of us have responsibility for customs matters, we recognize the scope for
enhancing mutual cooperation in the region not only in the area of trade facilitation and
technical cooperation, but also in combating commercial fraud and the illicit trade of
drugs and firearms. Trade facilitation and enforcement must be coordinated to establish
and maintain a truly liberalized environment. We therefore encourage customs
authorities in the region to explore ways of further strengthening cooperation in this

field.
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